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The following information is being circulated as a courtesy to the

California Department of Fish and Wildlife.

CDFW Opens Commercial
Dungeness Crab Fishery in
Northern Management Zone,
Continues Commercial Fishery
Delay in Central Management Area

December 20, 2023
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The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) will open the commercial Dungeness crab
fishery from the Oregon state line to the Sonoma/Mendocino county line (Fishing Zones 1 and 2)
under a Fleet Advisory beginning Jan. 5, 2024 at 12:01 a.m. with a 64-hour pre-soak to begin on

Jan. 2, 2024 at 8:01 a.m. The commercial fishery will remain delayed from the

Sonoma/Mendocino county line to the U.S./Mexico border (Fishing Zones 3, 4, 5 and 6) until at

least the next risk assessment due to elevated numbers of humpback whales resulting in

increased entanglement risk.

CDFW is also continuing the temporary recreational crab trap restriction from the

Sonoma/Mendocino county line to Lopez Point, Monterey County, (Fishing Zones 3 and 4) due to
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recreational crab traps in Fishing Zones 1, 2 and 5 will be allowed. A Fleet Advisory remains in
effect for the recreational fishery for all Fishing Zones (1-6). CDFW reminds recreational
crabbers that take of Dungeness crab by other methods, including hoop nets and crab
snares, is allowed during a temporary trap restriction. CDFW also encourages recreational
crabbers to implement best practices, as described in the Best Practices Guide.

CDFW anticipates the next risk assessment will take place on or around Jan. 11, 2024, at which
time Director Charlton H. Bonham will re-evaluate available data to inform the potential for a
commercial fishery opener in Fishing Zones 3-6 and modification of the recreational trap
restriction. For more information related to the risk assessment process, please visit CDFW’s
Whale Safe Fisheries page. For more information on the Dungeness crab fishery, please

visit www.wildlife.ca.gov/crab.

Persons with disabilities needing reasonable accommodation to participate in public meetings or
other CDFW activities are invited to contact CDFW's Accessibility Coordinator in the EEO Office
at (916) 902-9097, or send an email to EEO@wildlife.ca.gov. Reasonable Accommodation
requests for facility and/or meeting accessibility should be received at least 21 days prior to the
event. Requests for American Sign Language Interpreters should be submitted at least two weeks
prior to the event, and requests for Real-Time Captioning at least four weeks prior to the event.
These timeframes are to help ensure that the requested accommodation is met. If a request for
an accommodation has been submitted but due to circumstances is no longer needed, please
contact the Accessibility Coordinator immediately.

Media Contacts:
Ryan Bartling, CDOFW Marine Region, (415) 238-2638
Jordan Traverso, COFW Communications, (916) 212-7352
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